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Collectively, the cases shed light on the materiality and the dynamism of
transformative spaces, and the importance of historical memory to such spaces, while
also elucidating how social relations and identities are transformed in and through
practice. Transformations are mediated in and through a multi-layered and dynamic
system of socio-cultural relations that also comprise global-local relations as well as the
power relations between them. Transformative spaces appear as sites for establishing
new relations and new ways of ordering the relations. Through practice, transformative
spaces change what can be discussed, understood and communicated. We therefore
see transformative spaces as dynamic and capable of generating and generating new
meaning and ‘add value’. This explains why the case studies also emphasize the crucial
value of the spaces and their effects at both the individual and the collective level. A
main contribution of this special issue, therefore, is to provide insights into how
transformative spaces are dynamic and capable of generating new knowledge,
reconfiguring and forging new social relations and identity. This could also open up the
opportunity to de-stabilize the rigidities of social relations and identities that are so
crucial in neoliberal capitalist societies, wherein ‘subjects’ are increasingly identified as
‘self-referential subjects’, as we argue in Noosphere: Radical new space and social
theory. Such a process is not about the transformation of some elements in social life
but rather how social life itself is transformed, and how this transformation can be
studied and theorized.
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